
54

RESEARCH in TEACHER EDUCATION

Vol.15. No 1. May 2025 pp.00-00

In this issue, we bring together a broad 
collection of papers that not only 
span diverse themes within teacher 
education and inclusive practice but 
also speak to the shared aspiration 
of making education more equitable, 
responsive and person-centred. Across 
these contributions, we hear voices 
that challenge us to think differently 
– about technology, about teacher 
identity, and most importantly, about 
the learners at the heart of our work. 
Each paper draws from practice 
and reflection, theory and lived 
experience, to interrogate the evolving 
role of the teacher, educator, mentor 
and advocate in today’s complex 
educational landscapes.

Our guest writer, Emeritus Professor 
Jonathan Rix, in ‘The best technology 
is a human’, explores the persistent 
gaps between the promise of 
educational technology and its 
practical realities, offering a deeply 
personal and critical reflection from 
the perspectives of researcher, parent 
and teacher. His provocations remind 
us that innovation must be grounded in 
human relationships and local context 
– a theme that resonates throughout 
this issue.

The need to navigate boundaries and 
build professional identity is explored 
in the collaborative self-study by 
O’Sullivan, Nunan, Kyne and Dolan. In 
‘Exploring the landscape’, the authors 
reflect on their journeys through 

professional doctoral programmes, 
articulating how communities 
of practice, dialogue and critical 
discomfort can shape and strengthen 
emerging teacher educators.

Nicholas and McCormack continue 
this exploration of relationships 
with a timely study of mentoring in 
teacher education. Their research into 
‘formative mentoring conversations’ 
during initial teacher education 
placements offers valuable insights 
into how structured, non-evaluative 
feedback can cultivate trust, reflection 
and resilience among novice teachers.

The centrality of the learning 
environment is explored by Hadley 
and Gibson, who turn our attention 
to classroom walls – asking whether 
they serve as ‘working walls’ or 
simply ‘Instagrammable laminates’. 
Their thoughtful analysis challenges 
educators to reflect on how display 
spaces can foster both learning and 
agency when co-created with students.

Student voice and participation 
come into focus in Wilkie’s study of 
‘multimedia advocacy and person-
centred planning’ in PEP meetings. His 
research highlights the transformative 
power of digital tools like the Rix Wiki in 
repositioning looked-after children as 
active contributors, rather than passive 
subjects, in educational planning.

Waite’s contribution, ‘Three 
research themes for teaching about 

AI in classrooms’, provides a crucial 
provocation for teacher education in 
an era of accelerating technological 
change. By introducing the SEAME 
framework and addressing concerns 
like anthropomorphism and data-
driven problem solving, Waite offers a 
clear roadmap for teachers developing 
their pedagogical content knowledge 
around AI.

Finally, in ‘Our life story’, Spry and 
Walmsley reflect on the development 
and impact of life story work with 
people with intellectual disabilities. 
Their work reaffirms the ethical and 
relational imperatives of inclusive 
practice and calls for continued 
innovation grounded in co-production 
and respect for lived experience.

Together, these articles form a rich 
tapestry of research, inquiry and 
reflection. They invite us to step across 
professional boundaries, to listen 
deeply and to respond thoughtfully. We 
hope this edition of RiTE inspires your 
practice, challenges your assumptions 
and renews your commitment to 
education that is, above all, human. n
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Note from the Guest Editors

Editorial

This edition of the journal was edited 
by four guest editors. We are part-time 
Professional Doctorate Education/Social 
Work students and full-time professionals 
working in higher and primary education 
across diverse fields, including teaching, 
social work, nursing and social sciences. 
Our role as Guest Editors allowed us to 
engage with writers, offer opportunities 
for new contributors and explore various 
perspectives within our respective fields. 
Throughout this journey, we had the 
privilege of interacting with a wide range 
of researchers, postgraduate and doctoral 
students and academics, gaining valuable 
insights from their diverse viewpoints. 
As an editorial team, our primary 
responsibility was to invite potential 
authors, review abstracts and early version 
articles and provide honest, constructive 
and transparent feedback to our writers, 
while ensuring a broad representation 
of topics in teacher education. This was 
harder than we thought. 

We maintained a collaborative approach, 
meeting regularly to review and discuss 

abstracts, articles, deadlines, potential 
contributors and our overall editorial 
vision. Most importantly, we were 
committed to supporting our writers 
by offering guidance and reassurance 
whenever needed. This included 
providing examples of exemplary articles 
and holding dedicated sessions to discuss 
writing style, structure and content. The 
process of selection of the final articles 
that are in this edition was not an easy 
task as we received a range of interesting 
articles that were very relevant and 
important. But we could only offer space 
for six articles so we had to make some 
hard decisions. We wanted to have a 
fair representation of voices of different 
individuals with various backgrounds 
and characteristics. 

It has been a rewarding experience to 
present such important and thought-
provoking pieces of writing. Now, this 
edition of the journal is yours to explore, 
and we hope you enjoy reading it as much 
as we enjoyed curating it. n
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