
A comparative review of 30 European 

countries 

 

Contents 

Introduction 

1. Investing in childcare services 

1.1 Improving labour market participation 

1.2 Improving fertility 

1.3 Improving social inclusion 

1.4 Summary and conclusions 

2. Childcare services 

2.1 Introduction 

2.2 The use of childcare services 

2.3 Supply and demand 

2.4 Quality of childcare services 

2.5 Affordability 

2.6 Acceptability 

2.7 Summary and conclusions 

3. Policy issues 

3.1 Childcare provision: achievements and challenges 

3.2 Rebalancing time, money and services 

3.3 Policies with regard to the quality of childcare services 

3.4 The response to the recommendations given at the EU level 

3.5 Summary and conclusions 

4. Summary and conclusions 

Appendix 

References 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=2803&langId=en

