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Narrative research is a dynamic and growing field in the social sciences. It frequently engages
with issues of social justice and social change, particularly in the current context of global
inequalities, conflict, mobility and precarity. How to address these issues in our methods, for
instance through the involvement of research participants, and through relating research
processes and analyses to social transformation, is a common and complex question.

This two-day colloquium seeks to develop narrative researchers’ understanding of these issues
and to work towards a new synthesis, through presentations and discussions with two significant

practitioners of narrative and participatory methods, Professor Jill Bradbury and Professor
Michelle Fine.

Participants will present short 15-minute papers from multidisciplinary perspectives on
narrative methodologies, participation, and social transformation, and will develop a proposal
for an edited special issue or other collection on this topic.

To attend, please email Lizzy Shrimpton, e.shrimpton@uel.ac.uk



NCRM International Visiting Scholars’ Biographical Notes

Jill Bradbury is Associate Professor of Psychology at the University of the Witwatersrand
where she is co-ordinator of postgraduate studies. She has worked extensively on action-
research projects engaged with transformation in South African higher education and more
recently, her narrative work focuses on questions of youth identities, (dis)continuities between
traumatic histories and possible futures and the ways these interact in the present.
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Michelle Fine is a Distinguished Professor of Critical Psychology, Women’s Studies, American
Studies and Urban Education at the Graduate Center, CUNY. Fine is a university teacher,
educational activist and researcher who works on social justice projects with youth, women and
men in prison, educators and social movements on the ground. Fine taught at the University of
Pennsylvania from 1981 — 1991, when she was co-director of the Philadelphia Schools
Collaborative, a member of Women Organized Against Rape and the National Coalition for the
Defense of Battered Women. She has authored many ‘classics’ — books and articles on high
school push outs, adolescent sexuality — called the ‘missing discourse of desire,” the impact of
college in prison, the struggles and brilliance of the children of incarcerated adults, the wisdom
of Muslim American youth
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