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README – Excellence in Research for Australia (ERA) 

and 

ERA Outlet Ranking Lists
The Australian “Excellence in Research for Australia” (ERA) initiative, is is essentially the Australian equivalent of RAE/REF. It is a little older than REF – a pilot exercise first took place in 2009 – but has developed in part in parallel with REF, and the creation of both research assessment systems in both the UK and Australia have been mutually influential. 
Most interestingly, the Australians have decided that citation data, journal impact factors, and other bibliometric data is sufficient robust to allow a systematic usage of it in research assessment, unlike HEFCE’s conclusions which were that this was not yet possible.

As such the Australian Research Council, on behalf of the Australian Government, has developed various lists, e.g. ranking journals, which will be part of the evidence used by ERA to assess the quality of research submitted to it. We may wish to make use of these rankings in making our selections for submission to the REF, though if so it is worth stressing that REF panels will not make use of journal ranking lists, on the basis that it is the article content that should be assessed, and any use of other bibliometric data will be limited to what they say they will do in panel criteria and working methods documents and will only be one facet of the assessment process. Nonetheless, ERA ranking information may be a useful guide.

We understand that, as one might expect, the ranking works better for more established outlets, and it takes time for newer outlets to be robustly ranked. It has also been found challenging to keep these rankings up to date and to include an adequate number of outlets.

I would like to thank Prof. Cornelia Boldyreff and Dr. Haris Mouratidis for their contributions to this information.

Dr. Tim Brooks

ESDS

May 2010.

 
REF ADVISORY GROUP
2
XXth MONTH 201X


[image: image1.jpg]