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BRITISH REFUGEE COUNCIL 
CLASSIFICATION SCHEME (November 1995) 

Later modifications by Refugee Studies Centre Library in italics - as of 5/3/2002 and by 
Refugee Council Archive, 2007. 

 
SUBJECTS 
 
Formal Terms and Generalia 
 

1* BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
3* PERIODICALS 
4* NEWSPAPERS 
5* RESEARCH 
5.2  INTERVIEWS 
5.4  QUESTIONNAIRES 
5.6  CASE STUDIES 
6* STATISTICAL DATA 
7 AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCES (GENERAL)* 
7.1 VIDEOS 
7.2 DVDS 
7.3 AUDIO TAPES 
7.4 AUDIO CDS 
7.5 MULTIMEDIA CD-ROMS 
7.6 DATA CDS 
7.7 PHOTOGRAPHS 
7.8 SLIDES 
8* DIRECTORIES 
9 INFORMATION CENTRES 
9.2  INFORMATION SCIENCE 

 
*  Use formal term headings as additions to other term. E.g. class a bibliography of health 

under the code for HEALTH, but enter it under both HEALTH and BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
in the subject index catalogue. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10 COUNTRY OF ORIGIN CONDITIONS (Inc Background) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20 CAUSES OF FLIGHT (Inc. Causes of Migration) 
 

21 PERSECUTION (and Slavery) 
 

21.1  ETHNIC PERSECUTION (Inc. Persecution for Race) 
 

21.2  RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION (Inc. Persecution for Religion) 
 

21.3  PERSECUTION FOR NATIONALITY 
 

21.4  SOCIAL GROUP PERSECUTION ( Inc. Persecution of Social Groups)  
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21.5  PERSECUTION FOR POLITICAL OPINION 
 

21.6  HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS (Inc. Means of Persecution) 
 

21.7  COMPENSATION (Inc. Retaliation, Idemnification) Truth Commissions 
 
22  POLITICAL DISTURBANCE (Inc. Armed Conflict and Civil War) 

 
22.1  CONFLICT RESOLUTION (Foreign Policy, Democratization) 

 
22.2  METHODS AND MEANS OF WAR (Inc. Landmines) 

 
23 ECONOMIC CONDITIONS (Inc. Economic Causes) Critiques of Globalization 

 
23.1  ENVIRONMENT 

 
23.11   FAMINE 

 
23.2  MANMADE DISASTERS (Complex Emergencies) 

 
23.3  NATURAL DISASTERS 

 
24 EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS (Inc. Warning of Migration) 

 
24.1  DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
30 MIGRATION (Inc. Flight) 
 

30.1  FORCED MIGRATION 
 

30.5  MAPS 
 

31.1  INTERNAL MIGRATION (Inc. Displacement) 
 

31.15   SECONDARY MIGRATION 
 

31.2  EMIGRATION (Inc. Exodus) 
 

31.3  IMMIGRATION 
 

31.31   ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION 
 

31.4  TRANSIT (Inc. Refugees in Orbit) 
 

31.5  RETURN MIGRATION (Spontaneous, cf 46 Repatriation) 
 

31.52   REINTEGRATION 
 

32 RURAL-URBAN MIGRATION 
 

33.1  MASS EXODUS (Inc Mass Migration, Mass Expulsion, Collective 
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Expulsion) 
 

34.1  FLIGHT BY LAND (Inc. Land Migration) 
34.2  FLIGHT BY SEA (Inc. Sea Migration) 

 
34.3  FLIGHT BY AIR (Inc. Air Migration) 

 
35 MIGRATION POLICY (Migration Regulation, Restriction) 

 
35.11  FLIGHT DETERRENCE (Inc. Deterrence from Migration) 

 
36 ROOT CAUSES MITIGATION 

 
36.1  SAFE HAVENS 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
40 ASYLUM (Inc. Legal Protection) 
 

40.5  ARRIVAL (Inc. Admission Aceilings@, Reception) 
 

41 INTERNATIONAL LAW (Inc. International Instruments) 
 

41.1  NATIONAL LAW (and Regional policy) 
 

41.2  CONSTITUTIONS 
 

42 MIGRANT WORKERS 
 

42.1  PROTECTION / FEAR OF PERSECUTION (and Rights of Asylum 
Seekers etc.) 

 
42.2  TRAVEL DOCUMENTS / VISAS 

 
43 TEMPORARY REFUGE 

 
43.1  SPONSORSHIP 

 
43.2  DETENTION OF ASYLUM SEEKERS (cf. 44.9 Imprisonment) 

 
44 IMMIGRATION LAW 

 
44.1  LIMITED ASYLUM (Inc. Exceptional Leave to Remain) 

 
44.2  REFUGEE STATUS (Inc. Status Determination, Rights, Recognition 

Procedure, ASur Place@ Refugees, Convention, De Facto) 
 

44.3  SANCTUARY 
 

44.4  LOSS OF ASYLUM 
 

44.5  CHANGE OF CIRCUMSTANCES IN HOME COUNTRY 
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44.6  JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
 

44.7  RIGHT OF APPEAL 
 

44.8  WAR CRIMES / CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY (International 
Criminal Tribunals) 

 
44.9  IMPRISONMENT FOR A CRIME (cf 43.2 Detention of Asylum Seekers) 

 
45 NATURALIZATION 

 
45.2  NATIONALITY (and Citizenship) 

 
45.3  STATELESSNESS 

 
45.4  DEPORTATION / EXPULSION 

 
45.41   CAUSE FOR EXPULSION (Inc. Justification / Grounds, 

Confiscatory Expulsion) 
 

45.42   EXTRADITION 
 

45.43   REFOULEMENT (Inc. Non-refoulement, Safe Third Countries) 
 

46 REPATRIATION (FORCED) 
 

46.1  RESETTLEMENT 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
50 ASSISTANCE (Inc. Relief Programmes) (RSC includes here works on Ethics) 
 

50.5  EMERGENCY RELIEF 
 

51 FOOD 
 

51.2  FOOD SUPPLY 
 

52 CLOTHING 
 

53 HOUSING (Inc. Construction) 
 

53.2  REFUGEE PLACEMENT 
 

53.22   ORGANIZED SETTLEMENTS (Inc. Closed Camps) 
 

53.24   ASSISTED SELF-SETTLEMENT 
 

53.5  REFUGEE CENTRES 
 
53.52   REFUGEE CAMPS (Spontaneous) 

 
53.6  WATER SUPPLY 
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53.8  SANITATION, LATRINES etc. 

 
54 HEALTH SERVICES (for Reproductive Health RSC uses 85, Gender Groups) 

 
54.1  PREVENTIVE MEDICINE 

  
 54.15   MEDICAL SCREENING 
 

54.3  DISEASE 
 

54.6  ETHNO-MEDICINE 
 

54.7  PUBLIC HEALTH (Inc. Statistics) 
 

54.8  DISABLED PERSONS 
 

55 LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
 

59 REFUGEE-ASSISTING ORGANIZATIONS 
 

59.1  SELF-HELP ORGANIZATIONS 
 

59.2  RECEIVING COUNTRY / ASSISTANCE 
 

59.25   RECEIVING COUNTRY / GOVERNMENT / ASSISTANCE 
(Inc. State Benefits, Social Security) and Dispersal 

 
59.3  INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE (Humanitarianism, but see also 50) 

 
59.35   INTERGOVERNMENTAL ASSISTANCE 

 
59.4  MANAGEMENT 

 
59.42   PLANNING 

 
59.43   COOPERATION / COORDINATION 

 
59.44   EVALUATION 

 
59.46   TRANSPORT 

 
59.49   PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT [Refugee-Agency Personnel] 

 
59.5  FINANCING 
 
59.53   FUNDRAISING 

 
59.6  PUBLICITY / ADVOCACY / MEDIA 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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60 ADAPTATION (Inc. Integration) 
 

60.5  INTEGRATION (Inc. Assimilation) 
 

 60.55*  EAST LONDON  (*to be used in UK section only as QU60.55 ..). 
 
 60.57  IMMIGRATION HISTORY 
 

60.571  HISTORICAL GROUPS OF REFUGEES 
 

60.572  MEDIEVAL HISTORY (1001-1500) 
 

60.573  EARLY MODERN HISTORY (1501-1700) 
 
60.574  MODERN HISTORY (1701-1900) 
 
60.575  TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY (1901 -) 

 
61 PSYCHOLOGY (Inc. Psychiatry) 

 
61.1  COUNSELLING 

 
61.5  TORTURE VICTIMS TREATMENT 

 
62 CULTURAL ORIENTATION (Inc. Cultural Adaptation) and Identity, 

multiculturalism, cross-culture, Nationalism.  Anthropological fieldwork 62/5 
 

62.2  ARTS (moved to 70’s) 
 

62.3  CULTURAL TESTIMONIES 
 
62.35   REFUGEE EXPERIENCES 

 
 62.36   ORAL HISTORIES 
 

62.5  LEISURE ACTIVITIES (Inc. Sport) 
 

63 LINGUISTIC ADAPTATION 
 

63.1  TRANSLATION SERVICES (Inc. Translation) 
 

63.11   INTERPRETATION SERVICES (Inc. Interpretation) 
 

63.2  MOTHER TONGUE (Inc. Mother Tongue Materials) 
 

63.3  LANGUAGE EDUCATION (Inc. Language Learning) 
 

63.31   DICTIONARIES 
 

63.4  LANGUAGES 
 

64 EDUCATION 
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64.11   PRIMARY EDUCATION 

 
64.12   SECONDARY EDUCATION 

 
64.13   HIGHER EDUCATION 

 
64.14   ADULT EDUCATION 
 
64.3  SPECIAL EDUCATION 

 
64.31   LITERACY 

 
64.32   DISTANCE STUDY 

 
64.5  EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

 
64.6  EDUCATIONAL GRANTS 

 
64.8  TEACHING 

 
65 ECONOMIC ADAPTATION 

 
65.1  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Post-War Reconstruction) 

 
65.2  EMPLOYMENT 

 
65.25   TRAINING / VOCATIONAL TRAINING 

 
66 RECEIVING COUNTRY / ATTITUDES (Inc. Refugee-Local Community 

Relations) 
 

67 POLITICAL ACTIVITIES IN EXILE (or for Minority Groups, at home) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
70 ARTS 
 

71 By Publication Type 
 

71.1  EXHIBITION CATALOGUES 
 

71.2  MONOGRAPHS 
 

72 BY REGION (country codes in brackets i.e QU72(FA)/ABC.) 
 

73 VISUAL ARTS 
 

73.1  PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

73.2  CINEMA 
 

73.3  TELEVISION 
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73.4  MULTIMEDIA 

 
73.41   WWW 

 
73.5  OTHER 

 
74 PERFORMING ARTS 

 
74.1  THEATRE 

 
74.2  PLAYS 

 
75 MUSIC 

 
75.1  RADIO 

 
76 LITERATURE 

 
76.1  LITERATURE ABOUT REFUGEES 

 
76.2  LITERATURE BY REFUGEES 

 
76.3  AUTOBIOGRAPHIES BY REFUGEES 

 
76.4  BIOGRAPHIES OF REFUGEES 

 
76.5  HISTORICAL 

  
77 REFUGEE REPRESENTATION 

 
77.1  MEDIA REPRESENTATION 

 
77.2  HISTORICAL REPRESENTATION 

 
77.3  CULTURAL REPRESENTATION 
 
77.31   GALLERIES 
 
77.32   MUSEUMS 
 
77.33   TRAVELLING EXHIBITIONS 
 
77.34   LIBRARIES 
 
77.35   ARCHIVES 
 
77.4  LITERATURE 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
80 SPECIAL GROUPS 
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81 RURAL COMMUNITIES 

 
81.5  URBAN COMMUNITIES 

 
82 SOCIAL CLASSES 

 
83 ETHNIC AND NATIONAL GROUPS (Inc. Racial Groups)  

 
84 RELIGIOUS GROUPS 

 
84.11  TAOISTS 

 
84.12  CONFUCIANISTS 
84.15  SHINTOISTS 

 
84.21  HINDUS 

 
84.22  JAINS 

 
84.23  BUDDHISTS 

 
84.3  SIKHS 

 
84.4  ZOROASTRIANS (Inc. Parsis) 

 
84.5  JEWS 

 
84.6  CHRISTIANS 

 
84.7  MUSLIMS 

 
84.71   SUNNIS 

 
84.72   SHI=AS 

 
84.73   MUSLIM SECTS 

 
84.731    DRUZES 

 
84.732    AHMADIYYA 

 
84.8  BAHA=IS 

 
84.9  ATHEISTS 

 
85 GENDER GROUPS (also Reproductive Health) 

 
85.1  MEN 

 
85.2  WOMEN 
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85.4  HOMOSEXUALS 
 

86 AGE GROUPS 
 

86.1  ELDERLY 
 

86.15  ADULTS 
 

86.2  MINORS 
 

86.21   UNACCOMPANIED MINORS 
 

86.22   CHILDREN 
 

86.23   ADOLESCENTS 
 

86.24   ORPHANS 
 

86.25   ADOPTION 
 

86.26   FOSTERING 
 

87 FAMILY (Inc. Extended Family) 
 

87.1  FAMILY REUNIFICATION 
 

87.2  TRACING 
 

87.4  MARRIAGE 
 

87.41   SPOUSES (and Widows) 
 

87.5  ONE PARENT FAMILIES (Inc. Single Parent Families) 
 

87.6  GRANDPARENTS 
 

87.7  POLYGAMY 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
90 ORGANIZATIONS 
 

93 INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

93.1  INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
93.2  NGOs 


