ADVICE FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES / DYSLEXIA –

DO YOU HAVE A DISABILITY OR DYSLEXIA THAT AFFECTS YOUR STUDIES?

At UEL, we welcome students with disabilities and specific learning difficulties, such as dyslexia. We are committed to ensuring that appropriate support is in place in order to create equal opportunity for you to achieve success. You can find further details of the support available to you by visiting our website at www.uel.ac.uk/disability/
Please help us to support you…….. 

· Register with the Disability/Dyslexia Access Centre (DDAC).

In order that you can receive additional support, you must first register with the DDAC. If you have not already done this, please book an appointment ASAP with one of our trained disability advisors on either the Stratford campus (020 8223 4440) or the Docklands campus (020 8223 7611).

Support available to students with disabilities includes:

· Assistance, advice and assessment of your needs to help you apply to your Local Education Authority for Disabled Student Allowance (DSA) for home students.  For EU and International Students, please see below.  The DSA is a non means tested allowance which can pay for support you may need with your studies because of your disability/dyslexia.  It can fund equipment and support such as study skills sessions and notetaking support  

· Guidance, advice and support in finding personal assistants, e.g. scribes in exams, note-takers, BSL communication support workers, mentors, readers, library assistants, etc. 

· We can offer advocacy, advice and support on your behalf in any liaison between you and other staff and services at UEL 

· One-to-one study skills support where your disability / dyslexia requires this 

· Dyslexia screening service (for people who think they might be dyslexic) 

· Mentoring support for student with mental health difficulties

· Special exam arrangements where appropriate (see below)

· Special arrangements for assessment and marking through the issuing of a dyslexia certificate to be attached to coursework and exams

· Advice to tutors on the nature of your disability/ dyslexia and what impact this will have on your study. Your tutors can be asked to provide modified teaching materials or handouts, e.g. copies of OHT's; seating at the front of the lecture theatre. We will liaise with staff if it is helpful

· Extended loans from the library for dyslexic / disabled students 

· Arrangements for specialist software use

· Use of equipment in the additional needs rooms in the libraries 

· If you have mobility problems you may be eligible for access to parking, and keys to the lifts in the libraries 

· Some financial help may be possible if you need items which cannot be provided from other sources, such as the Disabled Student Allowance. Please contact a Disability Adviser about this. 

International and EU students

· International and EU students are generally not eligible for the Disabled Students Allowance.  In order to demonstrate our commitment, however,  to international students, we have set up a limited budget to support students who are not eligible for government assistance.  Please arrange to see an Advisor to discuss your personal needs.

IMPORTANT - all discussions with the Disability/Dyslexia Access Centre are confidential.  Information will not be released to any other parties without your permission.

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ARRANGEMENTS

· Examinations
· Examinations take place at the end of each semester. If you require additional arrangements in exams, you must first register with the DDAC.
· In order that we can ensure that your additional support is in place in time for the examinations, you must register with us by the following date: 
Semester A
Monday 27th November 2006
Semester B
Monday 30th April 2007
PLEASE BE AWARE:
 You only need to register once BUT, if you do not register with the DDAC by these dates, we cannot guarantee that your required arrangements will be in place in time for the examinations.  
· Coursework/ Assignments 
We practise an inclusive approach to supporting our students with disabilities/ dyslexia through coursework/ assignments. This means that the time given for the completion of each coursework/ assignment has already built into it sufficient time as our academic staff set coursework well in advance of the submission date.  In this way you can be sure that your disability/dyslexia has been taken into account right from the start.
The advantages of this are:

· You have the same coursework time-frame as other students, so that you    do not get behind, whilst still allowing extra time for your disability/ dyslexia. 

· You will have time to fully revise and concentrate on your forthcoming examinations instead of struggling to catch-up with coursework, as is the case when individual extensions operate.
· You will be in full control of managing your time to meet deadlines and, in so doing, better prepared for the requirements of future employment.

However, if an ‘unpredictable’ or ‘unpreventable’ event does affect your ability to meet a coursework deadline, then you should apply for extenuating circumstances. For further information please visit: www.uel.ac.uk/qa/extenuation.htm
