Panacea Research Project
Testing Sci-Fi Hot Tub 

by Zoe Walker & Neil Bromwich

Kielder Water, Northumberland

Victoria Baths Manchester

Cornerhouse, Manchester

‘Sci-Fi Hot Tub’ a floating hot tub island iceberg intended by the artist Zoë Walker & Neil Bromwich to operate as a catalyst for wellbeing to all who encounter it. This inflatable structure was designed to cocoon a number of participants in warmth and comfort whilst floating in sublime and sometimes hostile environments.

Testing ‘Sci-Fi Hot Tub’ The Panacea Research group a team composed of artists and medical scientists worked with Walker & Bromwich to develop and implement a method of testing the effect of an artwork on its audience. This asperational project took place at three contrasting sites This DVD is a document of these first trails on a group of healthy volunteer subjects.

The Panacea Research Group consists of artists Zoë Walker & Neil Bromwich and  Michael Pinsky working with Professor Adrian Renton, Director of Institute for Health and Human Development at University of East London, clinical pharmacologist, Dr Mark Down of HMR Hammersmith Medicines Research, Dr Hillary a puppet doctor, Dr Bernadette Buckley Lecturer in International Politics, Goldsmiths College, University of London; Stephanie Delcroix;

Panacea is an evolving artist project by Michael Pinsky, Zoë Walker & Neil Bromwich which searches for a universal formula to cure the ills of society. Through the individual art works in panacea the artists combine and compare artists solutions to well being with medical solutions, striking a fine balance between optimism and critique. 

Our thanks to: Mirriam Walsh, Holger Mohapt, Jim Rusk, Peter Sharpe, Northumberland Water Authority, Kathy Rae Hofman, Alison Kershaw & Gill Wright Victoria Baths Trust, Inflate design. .

Special Thanks to Test Volunteers: David Butler, Eleanor Carpenter, Virginia Frost, Sarah Cook, Andrew Slater, Claire Graham, Matthew Hearn, Paul Usherwood, Ilana Mitchell, Catriona Maddocks, Bethem Maddocks, Adam Walker, Rhoda Morrow, Harriet Mitchell, Elizebeth Bromley, Ian Cushing, John Paul McDonald, Robert Billington, Helen Vaughan
Testing Sci-fi Hot Tub Video & DVD Funded by AHRC, ECA.

Panacea supported by The Wellcome Trust, Arts Council England, UEL, Kielder Art & Architecture, Victoria Baths.
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