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CHILDCARE MARKETS IN ENGLAND AND THE NETHERLANDS: A COMPARATIVE STUDY

April 2009 – October 2009
The Study 

With support from the University of East London Business School, Eva Lloyd, Reader in Early Childhood and Co-director of the International Centre for the Study of the Mixed Economy of Childcare (ICMEC) at UEL’s Cass School of Education, is undertaking a comparison of the impact of childcare market developments in England and The Netherlands over the last decade. In recent years both countries have passed legislation explicitly promoting the marketisation and privatisation of childcare provision for young children. 

Combining economic, social policy and educational perspectives, this study aims to explore and document evidence for the impact of these childcare policy developments on the accessibility, sustainability and quality of childcare for children aged 0 to 4.  Recent research and policy publications and the perceptions of different childcare stakeholder groups in the two countries will be studied, with a view to adding to the relevant body of academic knowledge and informing future policy making in this area in both countries.

The Background

Whereas both countries previously employed a mixed economy of childcare, recently the role of market forces has been made more prominent by means of the Childcare Act 2006 the Dutch Childcare Act 2005 (Wet op de Kinderopvang 2005). While the English legislation governs the provision of early childhood education as well as childcare, the Dutch act relates only to childcare provision, as Dutch universal and publicly funded early childhood education is available from a child’s 4th birthday. 

This situation contrasts with that in many other OECD countries, notably those in the EU, where market principles do not govern the provision of early childhood education and care services, which are predominantly publicly funded. While pursuing similar childcare policy objectives, England and The Netherlands have employed contrasting strategies to encourage the childcare market, located within divergent wider economic, social and political contexts. Emerging evidence also suggests national differences in the intended and unintended consequences of these developments. 

Timescale, Methodology and Dissemination

This research project runs from 1 April 2009 until the end of October 2009, with fieldwork in The Netherlands planned for June and in England for July. As well as studying relevant childcare research and policy documents in both countries, the research will explore the perspectives on the impact of recent childcare policy reforms of three separate groups of stakeholders via semi-structured interviews. These groups are policy makers, parent representative organisations and childcare business providers. The direct investigation of the perspectives of young children, of childcare practitioners and of parental employers falls outside the scope of this study. 

Consultants to this research project are Professor Len Shackleton, Dean of the Business School and Professor Helen Penn, Professor of Early Childhood in the Cass School of Education and Co-director of ICMEC. An international advisory group will provide methodological support to the principal investigator. Confidentiality of data and the anonymity of participants whose consent to participation has been gained, are assured via UEL’s research ethics approval procedures, ensuring that the research is carried out in accordance with recognised ethical standards.

Apart from the production of a short report at the end of this study and academic publications in the longer-term, opportunities will be sought to share the study’s findings with childcare providers and policy makers in both countries.

Eva Lloyd (e.lloyd@uel.ac.uk)

ICMEC (www.uel.ac.uk/icmec) London, April 2009

PAGE  
1
Introduction to comparative study version 4


