UNIVERSITY OF EAST LONDON
University Research Ethics Committee
Student Projects: Research
Programmes Involving Human Participants

Notes for the Guidance of Supervisors

(These notes should be read in conjunction with the Notes for the Guidance of Student)

	These notes apply to student projects in the following categories:-


i)
undergraduate student projects, and;


ii)
master’s level student projects where the research element of the programme comprises a minor component of the course content.

In exceptional cases the University Research Ethics Committee may require the submission of a fully completed form of Application for the Approval of a Research Programme Involving the Use of Human Participants.

Further information can be obtained from Ms Debbie Dada (telephone 0208 223 2976; Fax 0208 223 2826 ; e-mail d.dada@uel.ac.uk


1
Introduction
1.1
Any research which is carried out within the University, or research being carried out elsewhere in which staff or students of the University are involved, must be conducted in accordance with established ethical principles.  The institution is obliged to ensure that these principles are observed, so a Research Ethics Committee has been established by the Board of Governors of the University.

1.2
The Committee's purpose is to approve all research work which involves the use of human participants for which staff of the University are responsible as part of their University engagement.  The approval of the Research Ethics Committee must be sought for projects being undertaken at other institutions in which members of the University's staff are involved as well as for programmes being run within the University.

1.3
It is not the Committee's responsibility to consider whether the research work is in itself desirable or undesirable on any grounds, unless it intrinsically involves treatment of participants which is ethically objectionable.  The Committee is concerned only to see that proper ethical standards are maintained in carrying out the work.  Nevertheless, if the Committee feels that the proposed research has no clear purpose or appears to be non-productive it may communicate its opinion to the applicant.  If it is clear from the proposal that the research has no value at all the Committee may in exceptional circumstances withhold approval if participation in the programme would involve participants devoting a disproportionate amount of time and effort, or being subjected to an unreasonable amount of discomfort, for no justifiable objective.

1.4
In some cases participants from groups who are undergoing some form of medical or other treatment may be asked to participate in a research because the research requires that participants be drawn from such groups.  In such cases the Committee will seek to ensure that participants are advised clearly whether their participation in the programme will have any direct benefit to them, or whether their participation will produce results which will be of long-term benefit to future sufferers.  Where necessary it must be made clear to the participants that participation in the research programme does not form part of their treatment and is not intended to ameliorate or improve their condition.

1.5
The purpose of the approval system is to safeguard both the participants and the researchers as far as possible.  However, approval of a programme cannot guarantee against any untoward event.

2
The approval of undergraduate student programmes and masters level student projects where the research element of the programme comprises a minor component of the course content
2.1
The Research Ethics Committee would normally require a fully completed application for approval to be submitted to it for any research programme involving the use of human participants.  It is recognised, however, that in the case of undergraduate and most master’s level student programmes the level at which the research is being carried out is generally low-key and most of them are “non-invasive” in nature.

2.2
It would not be practicable for the Committee to consider every proposal for an undergraduate student project in detail as the numbers are so great.  In these cases the Committee must rely upon the department in which the programme is running ensuring that students are properly briefed about the need to ensure that their projects are conducted in accordance with the correct ethical principles and to ensure that students are properly supervised.

2.3
The Notes for the Guidance of Students should also be read by all members of staff who are to be appointed to supervise any undergraduate programmes as they set out in detail the procedures which should be observed.  You will see from the notes that certain responsibilities are assumed on behalf of both staff and students:-

2.3.1
Responsibilities of University Staff

a]
Each research programme must be supervised by a member of staff who can advise the student about the ethical principles which might be involved .  In the case of members of staff who are also registered as students with the University a supervisor must still take responsibility for these matters.


b]
It is the responsibility of the supervisor to:-



i]
ensure that the project proposal is ethically sound;



ii]
ensure that the programme is carried out in accordance with recognised ethical standards;



iii]
ensure that all “forms of words”, questionnaires, etc are clear and precise and can be understood by the participants, that the documentation conforms with the Research Ethics Committee’s general guidelines, and that the participants will be properly briefed.



iv]
ensure that the Research Ethics Committee is notified of the project and is advised subsequently of any significant changes in the programme after approval.


2.3.2
Responsibilities of Students


While the primary responsibility for the conduct of research rests with staff, students have a responsibility to act in accordance with ethical principles appropriate to the discipline in which they are training.

3
Requirement to notify the Research Ethics Committee of all undergraduate and master’s level student programmes
3.1
Although the Research Ethics Committee does not require to see a formal application for the approval of each undergraduate or master’s level student programme (with the exception of master’s programmes where the research element comprises a major component of the course programme), it does require to be notified of all projects which are carried out by students where the use of human participants is involved.

3.2
It is assumed that the majority of research programmes carried out at undergraduate level will fall into two broad categories:-


a]
projects which may be selected by a student from a list of approved topics, each project being repeated each year.


b]
projects which students devise themselves and then submit for approval.

3.3
In the case of the projects described in paragraph 3.2 a] above, the course leader should submit to the Ethics Officer a list giving the following information:-


a]
the title of the proposed project.


b]
a brief description of the methodology to be used, clearly stating if the project is to be based upon interviews, or by active participation of the participants in some form of task, physical exercise, etc.


c]
whether the project requires the approval of another ethics committee and, if so, whether such approval has or is being sought.

3.4
In each case the lists should identify the person who will be supervising the project.  The lists should be accompanied by a memorandum signed by the course leader confirming that the students will be fully briefed about their obligation to conduct their research in accordance with proper ethical principles and that they have been issued with a copy of the University’s guidelines.

3.5
In most cases notification of the existence of the projects in the manner described in paragraphs 3.3 and 3.4 above will be sufficient.  In exceptional cases, however, where the proposed project involves research work of a particular sensitivity, or where projects are being conducted at locations outside the University the Research Ethics Committee may require further detailed information.






