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Essential information

Welcome to the module Essential Research Skills. This guide provides details of scheduled meetings, aims and learning outcomes, approaches to learning and teaching, assessment requirements and recommended reading for this module. You will need to refer to it throughout the semester. You should get yourself a loose-leaf folder in which to file additional sheets and articles relating to this module. Further material may be distributed during the course of the module. 

You should consult the relevant Student Handbook to identify where to find details of the regulations governing your programme.

I look forward to researching and learning with you over the coming semester.

Module Leader 

Professor Allan Brimicombe

Room KD.2.28, Knowledge Dock Building, Docklands Campus
Telephone: 020 8223 2352

Email: a.j.brimicombe@uel.ac.uk

Allan Brimicombe is available for consultation by appointment – please email.

Module Administrator
Caroline Lake
Graduate School (EB.1.43), Docklands Campus
Telephone: 020 8223 2467
Email: c.lake@uel.ac.uk

Where and when

Session times: 18:00 – 20:00 Wednesdays
Room: CC1.18 Stratford initially, later Docklands (room TBA)
Credits: 30

MRes module: Essential Research Skills
Aims and learning outcomes
This module aims to introduce students to the following topics:
· The nature of research and the environment in which research occurs

· Key issues of epistemology and ontology in research

· How research is undertaken

· How research projects are designed, planned and managed

· How to develop understanding of current knowledge in any chosen field of study
At the end of the module, students will have developed:

Knowledge of how to:

· Find and critically appraise previous research and other claims to provide knowledge

· Design and manage research effectively

· Conduct  research ethically

Thinking skills which enable them to:

· Identify and analyse the context for any research which they are undertaking

· Evaluate research findings

· Critically evaluate different options for doing research

· Recognise different interpretations of apparent “facts”

Subject-based practical skills which will enable them to:

· Design and manage research projects

· Communicate  research ideas and findings in a wide range of media

· Design a research proposal of professional quality

· Separate analysis and meaning

Skills for life and work (general skills) which will enable them to:

· Undertake project management

· Work effectively in a team setting

· Commission, understand and act upon research findings
Approaches to learning and teaching

This module is structured around 12 workshops on Wednesdays over one full semester. It employs a variety of approaches to learning and teaching, which include staff- and student-led presentations, class and small-group discussions, lectures, reflection groups, debates, skills workshops, group exercises, journal-keeping and independent study. Students should be prepared to spend a total of 300 hours in studying this module. 

Important transferable skills for students intending to make a career in research include time management, communication skills and evaluation skills. This Unit places emphasis on developing these skills within the framework of completing a report, dissertation, thesis or other piece of extended work that communicates a proposal, progress or outcome of research. Strong emphasis is placed on your learning from experience.

Humanity grows by thinking what has not been thought before and by understanding what has not been understood before. But this rarely happens in a random, haphazard fashion – even a ‘eureka!’ moment is preceded by observation, thought and experimentation followed by due reflection. Whilst the production of a dissertation, thesis or any other major opus may be viewed as a linear activity from initial idea to bound volume, it is more constructive to think of the process as being circular:


This process needs to be managed from the points of view of:

· the time each stage takes;

· the number of loops we need to achieve in order to make an original contribution, through our research, to knowledge and understanding;

· the evaluation and communication of those ideas at various stages. 

An important tool that will assist you through this journey is a research diary.

Research diaries

You are asked to keep a research diary during the course of this module. Diaries will not be submitted for assessment purposes; they are confidential documents which are intended to help you to track progress with your research planning and implementation and to aid reflection on the research process. It is up to you to decide how far to share the contents with peers, tutors or supervisors. 

Reading

You are expected to read widely as part of your work for this module, and to spend approximately 20 hours per week in independent study and preparation for assessment. Some details of reading you are asked to undertake in preparation for class meetings is given in the week-by-week outline of the module programme. Whilst an indicative reading list is given in the Unit Specification Form at the end of this Guide, much of the reading will focus on chapters in the following general texts. As with any popular text there are new editions almost every other year, with more than one edition available for sale. You can take your choice...
Each student should also seek to identify and make full use of an appropriate research design and methodology textbook relevant to their own specific discipline

· Blaxter, L; Hughes, C. and Tight, M. (2006, 3rd Edition) How to Research. Buckingham: Open University Press

· Booth, W.C.; Colomb, G.G. & Williams, J.M. (1995) The Craft of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
· Drew, S. and Bingham R. (2004) The Student Skills Guide. London: Gower.

· Hart, C (2001) Doing a Literature Search. London: Sage

· Hart, C (1998) Doing a Literature Review. London: Sage

· Phillips, E.M. & Pugh, D.S. (2010, 5th Edition) How to get a PhD. Maidenhead: Open University Press.
· Punch, K. F. (2006) Developing effective Research Proposals. London Sage
· Rudestam, K.E. and Newton, R.R. (2007, 3rd Edition) Surviving your dissertation: a comprehensive guide to content and process. Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications.

· Salkind, N.J. (2006, 6th Edition) Exploring Research. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education Inc.
· Walliman, N. (2006) Your Research Project. London: Sage.

· Wisker, G. (2007, 2nd Edition) The Postgraduate Research Handbook Basingstoke: Palgrave.

These texts have considerable overlap and so for the purposes of this module are considered largely as alternative reading. Some essential readings will be supplied; others will be indicated as available on-line. Further suggestions about research resources will be given during class meetings.

Seminars and conferences

All academic schools hold research seminars and other events of interest to researchers. The Graduate School also organises seminars and conferences which are generally open to researchers from across the University.

You are strongly encouraged to attend as many of these events as possible, as they provide opportunities to find out about other researchers’ experiences and approaches, including their chosen methodologies and theoretical approaches. They also enable you to meet other members of our University, and help you to become integrated into UEL’s research community. Don’t worry too much about whether or not seminar topics reflect closely your specialist interests; often there is rich learning to be had from cross-disciplinary debate.

Research methods centres supported by the UK Research Councils and the many other universities and professional bodies in the London area also organise seminars, many of which are free and open to the public. Most of these are advertised on the Web and you are strongly encouraged to put into place arrangements to be given notice of these and attend any that may interest you even if they are not central to your research topic. Cross-fertilisation of ideas and techniques are an important part of research.

Subject specialist tutors/supervisors

During the course of the semester, as your ideas on your research topic develop, the Programme Leader will negotiate with the relevant School to appoint a subject specialist tutor/supervisor who will be able to advise you on the suitability of your topic, indicate subject-specialist reading and work with the Dissertation module tutor to guide you through your dissertation. For postgraduate research students enrolled for MPhil/PhD, this process will be managed instead by the Director of Studies already assigned by your School.

Student ID card and network login

You will not be able to access the campus and its facilities without a current student ID card. You should therefore make sure you have it with you every time you come on campus. Also, a considerable number of references cited for this module are available on-line and you are expected to download them yourself. You will also want to access on-line journal databases and other digital resources. You will need to use UEL-Plus to access additional course materials and to submit your coursework. It is therefore critical that you have and remember your login ID and password given to on completion of enrolment. 
Please note that UEL staff are no longer permitted to communicate with students via private emails so you must use your official student email address to communicate with module staff.
Assessment

The assessment for this Module consists of two items:

· CW-1 An annotated bibliography of selected key relevant literature and comparative critical appraisal of 2 items within the bibliography (50%);

· CW-2 Coursework exercise to design and present in writing a formal professional research proposal (2500 words (50%);

All coursework should be submitted on-line using UEL-Plus. Your work should first be submitted to Turnitin (see Annex 2) to guard against plagiarism where you can re-submit corrected work up to the due date and time that is specified for each piece of coursework. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that coursework has been properly submitted on-line to the designated drop box. Late work will not accepted for marking and will be treated as a non-submission. If there are justified extenuating circumstances then these should be submitted on the requisite form according to the general academic regulations. The minimum pass mark for individual pieces of work is 40% whilst the minimum pass mark for the module is 50%. All pieces of coursework must be passed in order to achieve a pass in the module.
CW-1: Annotated bibliography of relevant literature and critical comparison of 2 items within it
This carries 50% of the marks for this Module.

You are asked to write 2 pieces:

Firstly, structured notes on the literature (2,000 words maximum) within the broad topic you are developing for your dissertation or thesis. This is to take the form of an annotated bibliography
 organised around an acceptable taxonomy, a concept map of the ideas contained therein and a critical discussion of some key papers or artefacts. ‘Literature’ may take the form of books, or chapters from books, articles in academic or professional journals and/or audio-visual or digital items. The emphasis should be on academic journals. Students should guard against the use of web pages at this stage.

Marks will be awarded for: 

· perceptive taxonomy, annotation of the bibliography, and use of concept maps; 

· clear presentation of the relevant literature from a broad range of sources;

· criticality and reasoned evaluative argument in the annotations, noting also the authoritativeness of author(s)/source; 

· a reflection on the processes of undertaking your annotated bibliography; 

· listing your sources arranged with regard to academic conventions; and

· well structured writing, including an introduction and a conclusion.
Secondly, you are required to select and make a critical comparison of the research described in any 2 items of your annotated bibliography which are actually reports of single pieces of completed research (not research overviews or theoretically discursive papers)
The annotated bibliography and critical comparison should first be submitted to Turnitin and then to the relevant drop box in UEL-Plus by 16:30 on Friday 11th November 2011.
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CW8-2: Research Plan (Mphil, PhD, Professional Doctorate)
This carries 50% of the marks for this Module.
Research plans should first be submitted to Turnitin and then to the relevant dropbox in UEL-Plus by 16:30 on Friday 16th December 2011.
MRes and MPhil/PhD/Professional Doctorate students have slightly different assignments using different forms.
MPhil/PhD/Professional Doctorate students

You are required to create a full research plan. The written element should not exceed 4,000 words. It will be structured around the form: Registration for a research degree application form-REG, focusing on section 2 only. This form is condensed overleaf with indicative word counts. On this occasion you need to provide:

· Title.

· Aim(s).

· A non-technical overview of the research for the layperson.

· The research plan, which should include:

· the main research question(s) and theme(s);

· its relationship to previous work (literature review);

· discussion of the research methodologies and chosen methods with explanation as to why these are the most appropriate;

· schedule of work (including timetable of activities)

· list of reference arranged according to academic conventions.

· Summary of the elements of the research that are novel.

· Details of facilities available for the investigation.

· Relationship to work being carried out in a collaborating or sponsoring establishment.

· An assessment of any health & safety issues during fieldwork or laboratory testing.

· A statement on ethics if human subjects be involved in the research.

Marks will be awarded for:

· Completeness of all components of the research plan.

· Logical consistency of the research plan to achieve the aims.

· Critical justification of the methodology and methods.

· Critical integration of the literature.

· Realistic timetable
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Application to Register for a Research Degree Programme

(to be completed by the proposed supervisory team and the student)

2. The Programme of Research 

	Proposed Title of Thesis
	Accurate but succinct

	Aim of the Investigation
	~ 100 words

	Details of your proposed research in lay terms
	~ 250 words


	Proposed plan of work, including its relationship to previous work, maximum 4,000 words. Please include in your discussion a description of the research methodologies and explain why these methodologies are the most appropriate for the task. Include a list of references for all works cited.




	Summary of the elements of the investigation that are novel, original or creative and that may constitute production of original knowledge or an original interpretation of existing knowledge
	~ 250 words

	Details of facilities available for the investigation, including fuinding and location
	Specific facilities required

	Relationship between work to be undertaken in the collaborating establishment and that to be undertaken at the sponsoring establishment or elsewhere (if relevant)
	Be specific

	A Health and Safety audit is required in respect of all proposed laboratory experiments and/or fieldwork. 

	Does this investigation require laboratory experiments and/or fieldwork? (Please Tick)
	Yes
	
	No
	

	If Yes, a mandatory copy of the audit, signed by the Student and the Director of Studies, is attached (Please Tick)
	Yes
	
	No
	

	Does the programme of research involve work that would require the approval of the University’s Ethics Committee prior to that part of the project commencing? (Please Tick)
	Yes
	
	No
	

	If Yes, has a form for approval already been made to the University’s Ethics Committee? 
(Please Tick) 

You may not proceed with this part of your research until approval has been granted.
	Yes
	
	No
	

	Will the programme of research lead to output(s) which will have commercial form(s) and/or intellectual property of potential value? 

If yes, you must  inform the Knowledge Transfer Office
	Yes
	
	No
	


MRes students

Research Proposal for MRes students
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1. What is to be your research question?

2. Provide a brief summary of current knowledge in the relevant field of study (i.e. a summary of previous research findings and professional beliefs- not your own knowledge).

This must not comprise an extended item-by-item account but be a concise summary of pre-existing   knowledge and understanding- identifying where there is both consensus and conflict

3. Please specify how this research, if successful, will create an addition to the existing body of knowledge.

4. Provide a summary description of the types of research designs and methods used by previous researchers when seeking answers to similar types of question.

This requires you to find and study a few examples of previous research with similar types of research goal and make a summary of how they conducted that research. It does not even have to be research in the same field- just research with similar types of goal. If needed, consult relevant generic or specialised disciplinary research methods text books as well as actual examples of research.

A blow-by-blow account of sources is not required. A generalised overview of both designs and methodology is the requirement. Make certain to differentiate design from methods
5. Explain & justify what you think would be a valid design and methodological approach for answering your research question.

For methodological approach, describe plans for data collection in the following detail:

a. Data collection method type

b. data to be collected

c. data collection tools to be used

d. data sources and how these are to be accessed

e. any associated sampling strategy

6. Provide a flow-chart of activities with associated dates for each stage of data collection.

Assume a July 2011 start date for data collection and an end date which you have calculated to be necessary to achieve a valid result

7. Supply a table which itemises the days effort required by you for each month of the research and which summarises the types and quantities of other resources required.

8. Identify the ethical issues you understand to be raised by your proposed design and methodology and say how you have resolved them or propose to do so.

Marks will be awarded for:

· Completeness of all components of the research plan.

· Logical consistency of the research plan to answer the research question.

· Critical justification of the design and methods.

· Critical integration of the key literature.

· Realistic timetable

 Timetable

	Session
	Date
	Topics

	1
	1st February
	Introduction to the module. Keeping a research diary.

What is research? Different purposes and forms of research

	2
	8th February
	The context within which research takes place

	3
	15th February
	How the research process works 

	4
	22nd February
	Planning research. Choosing manageable research questions

	5
	29th February
	How to find and investigate existing research and other forms of knowledge. The systematic review process

	6
	7th March
	Being a safe, legal and ethical researcher.

	7
	14th March
	How to judge and critically appraise research claims. Argument, evidence and validity

	8
	21st March
	Research design 

	9
	28th March
	Choosing research methods

	10
	18th April
	Analysis and interpretation of research findings

	11
	25th April
	Managing the research process. Time management and dealing with the emotional challenges

	12
	2nd May
	Communicating research plans and results with impact
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Module Specification

	Module Title:                                   

Essential Research Skills
	Module Code: GSM 001

Level: M 
Credit: 30
ECTS credit: 15
	Module Leader: Allan Brimicombe
Module tutor: Paul Kiff


	Pre-requisite:           None                                                                   
	Pre-cursor: None

	Co-requisite:                     None                                                        
	Excluded combinations : None

	Is this module part of the Skills Curriculum?  No  
	University-wide option: Yes

	Location of delivery:  UEL

	Main aim(s) of the module:
To ensure that all students have a critical understanding of:

· The nature of research and the environment in which research occurs
· Key issues of epistemology and ontology in research
· How research is undertaken

· How research projects are designed, planned and managed

· How to develop understanding of current knowledge in any chosen field of study


	Main topics of study:

· The different purposes and forms of research activity

· The contexts within which researchers undertake research

· How the research process works

· How to plan a piece of research

· How to investigate existing research and other forms of knowledge

· How to be an ethical researcher

· Research design

· Choosing research methods

· Analysis and interpretation of research findings

· How to judge and critically appraise research claims

· How to manage the research process

· How to communicate research plans and results with impact


	Learning Outcomes for the module

At the end of this module, students will have: developed:

Knowledge of how to:

1. Find and critically appraise previous research and other claims to provide knowledge

2. Design and manage research effectively

3. Conduct  research ethically

Thinking skills

4. Identify and analyse the context for any research which they are undertaking

5. Evaluate research

6. Critically evaluate different options for doing research

7. Recognise different interpretations of apparent “facts”

Subject-based practical skills

8. Design and manage research projects

9. Communicate  research ideas and findings in a wide range of formats- oral, written and  other media
10. Design a research proposal of professional quality

11. Separate analysis and meaning

Skills for life and work (general skills)

12. Undertake project management

13. Work effectively in a team setting

14. Commission, understand and act upon research findings


	Teaching/ learning methods/strategies used to enable the achievement of learning outcomes:

· Interactive lectures

· Seminars

· Workshops

· Tutorials

· Private study

· Formative assessment



	Assessment methods which enable students to demonstrate the learning outcomes for the module:

Coursework exercise to produce an annotated bibliography and critically appraise 2 items within it (2500 words)
Coursework exercise to design and present in writing a formal professional research proposal  (2500 words)

	Weighting:

50%

50%
	Learning Outcomes demonstrated

1,4,5,8, 9,12

2,3,4,6,7,8,10,11,12,13,14



Reading and resources for the module:

	Indicative learning and teaching time

(10 hrs per credit):
	Activity

	 Student/tutor interaction, some of which may be online:


	lectures/seminars/tutorials/workshops/studio work/moderated online discussions, online chat etc):

42 hours



	Student learning time:


	Seminar reading and preparation/assignment preparation/ background reading/ on-line activities/group work:

258 hours

	Total hours  
	300 hours




Submission to Turnitin of Work Submitted for Assessment

Turnitin is an internet-based text matching service that has been developed by a commercial company. It is used, under license, by most UK Universities, including the University of East London. Work that is submitted to Turnitin generates a Turnitin Originality report, showing which parts of it have been reproduced from which sources. The system compares submissions to material that is to be found: on the world-wide web; in its database of previous submissions; and in its growing number of databases of published articles. You should not assume that a Turnitin Originality report with a low similarity index is evidence that the piece of work concerned is free from plagiarism.

Our policy on the use of Turnitin recognises the educational desirability that all of our students should enjoy the opportunity to self-submit their work to Turnitin (before submitting for assessment). We also recognise that Turnitin Originality Reports will sometimes assist in the identification of plagiarised work submitted for assessment.

Our policy provides that a Module Leader may decide, in accordance with the policy of the appropriate School, that all student submissions for a particular component of assessment should be submitted to Turnitin, provided that the relevant Module Guide includes a notice to that effect.

Notice is hereby given that all submissions for the coursework of this Module must be submitted to Turnitin. Detailed guidance on how to submit your work to Turnitin can be found on this Module’s UEL Plus site.

If you fail to submit coursework to Turnitin, in accordance with the guidance on the UEL Plus site, you will be awarded a mark of 0 for the component.

If you have any questions about Turnitin, you should go to “Frequently Asked Questions” at http://www.nlearning.co.uk/faqsearch.php?sol=turnitin. If you have any further questions, please email the Head of Student Compliance and Responsibilities, Toby Grainger (t.j.grainger@uel.ac.uk).

Knowledge of Real World





Theories, Laws, Models, Literature





Research Design





Observation, Speculation, Consternation





Research Questions, Hypotheses





Communication of Ideas





Data Collection





Data Analysis





Model Construction





























notes:





Reading and resources for the module:





Core 





Blaxter, L., Hughes, C. and Tight, M. (2006) How to Research.


3rd ed. Buckingham: Open University Press


.


Hart, C (2001) Doing a Literature Search. London: Sage





Hart, C (1998) Doing a Literature Review. London: Sage





Punch, K. F. (2006) Developing effective Research Proposals. London Sage





Rudestam, K.E. and Newton, R. R. (2007) Surviving your


Dissertation: a comprehensive guide to content and process.


3rd ed. Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications.





Walliman, N. (2006) Your Research Project. London: Sage.





Recommended





Each student should seek to identify an appropriate research design and methodology textbook relevant to their own specific discipline








notes:





 Student ID number:








� This module is also available to PhD students as an element of their annual Research Skills Development Plan


� See detailed timetable on page 16


� Note: an annotated bibliography is not a traditional literature review but a very specific approach to organising and achieving criticality at the early stages of a literature review. 
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