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	ESRC Seminar Series

	
	CRITICAL ISSUES FOR PRESCHOOL EDUCATION: TOWARDS A RESEARCH AGENDA


The aim of this seminar series is to develop a research agenda that will address the issues about the development of preschool education that currently challenge policy makers, educational providers/managers and researchers. Each seminar will provide a forum to look again at what we need to know to make a difference to the preschool experience of three- to five-year-olds. An important characteristic of the seminars is the wide mix of perspectives represented from across the four UK education systems. Participants include researchers with expertise in education, psychology and social policy as well as those who shape policy and develop curricular and practice guidance from across the UK. The seminar series will offer opportunities for debate between participants from the voluntary, private and public sectors, all of whom have important interests in learning in the early years and developed understandings of the needs of children, their families and the processes of preschool education.  

Seminar 1 was held in Edinburgh on 25 October 2007 and Seminar 2 on 25 January 2008 at the University of East London.  A report of each of these events is available through Early Years at http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/earlyyears/  
Seminar 3 will be held on 19 May 2008 at the University of Swansea. At this event we will continue our focus on diversity and tailoring learning opportunities by considering children’s family circumstances, the implications of socio-economic differences and the challenge of designing provision that suits urban environments and rural areas with scattered populations.  There will be presentations by 

Dr Carol Vincent, Institute of Education, University of London

Dr Mary Duffy, Policy & Research Unit, Barnardos

Ann Brady, Highland Preschool Services

Prof. Kathy Sylva, University of Oxford

Dr Leon Feinstein, Centre for Research on Wider Benefits of Education, IoE, London

Dame Gillian Pugh, former CE Coram Family

Preschool providers, practitioners, advisers and managers, along with researchers and university educators are welcome to attend. There is no fee for the events and some support for travel costs is available but numbers are limited and you will have to apply in advance.  To request a place at Seminar 3 please contact Dr Christine Stephen, The Stirling Institute of Education, University of Stirling (christine.stephen@stir.ac.uk). Applications open on 28 March 2008 and close on 25 April 2008. 

Further details about the series at http://www.ioe.stir.ac.uk/events/index.php 

	Seminar Convenors
	

	Christine Stephen
	University of Stirling

	Lynn Ang
	University of East London

	Liz Brooker
	Institute of  Education, University of London
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