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Abstract


While only individuals can forgive or be forgiven, they extend or withhold, accept or reject forgiveness as social beings.  This article examines the potential for forgiveness between victims and victimizers within a changing socio-political order.  The article begins with a discussion of truth commissions as a mechanism for balancing claims of justice and forgiveness, and examines the importance of public acknowledgement of private pain for the reconciliation of divided communities.  This is followed by a more detailed exploration of the case of East Germany.  The article uses data collected by the author in East Germany in 1992, immediately following the opening of the Stasi files.
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