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Abstract

This paper will look at the difficulties involved in understanding lives "out of context."  Using the example of East Germany, I shall explore some efforts of biographical analysis which apply a Western, post-communist perspective in an attempt to grapple with the meaning of lives as they were lived in a communist state.  I will then examine the pressure which many East Germans feel to rewrite their pasts to fit the needs of the present.  Many Western life historians have gone to Eastern block countries, with the conviction that there are many biographies to be investigated, all the while not reflecting that it is their own biographies as well which help to produce the stories they "uncover."  I shall examine the complexities of this situation, using original data collected in East Germany in 1992.






