LONDON EAST AND CENTRE FOR NARRATIVE RESEARCH, UEL

ESRC Seminar Series 2003-5, Methods in Dialogue

Meeting 1: Maps and Territories

Friday November 14, 10-4, Room LD 3010, Docklands Campus, UEL

The map is not the territory

The territory is not the map

· Korzybski

The theory and practice of research do not fit neatly together, as most textbooks on research methods suggest. Increasingly these two sides of the research story have different tales to tell, and much of the art of public impression management in presenting findings consists in making it appear as if there was a seamless web of explanation knitting them together.   Yet it is precisely the tensions between map and territory that generates so much of creativity – and anxiety – of the research process. It is here that the dialogue of disciplines takes place, and counter-intuitive leaps of interpretation are made.  In this first workshop in the series, we will look at these issues through the lens of three different accounts of how they are struggled with in particular contexts of engagement with knowledge/power.  How do we most usefully explain what worked and what didn’t in the research, once we are free, as we are in this seminar series, from the constraint of having to be on our best methodological behaviour?    

Programme
10.00: Welcome and Introduction: Methods in Dialogue programme directors

10. 15: Methods in Dialogue: Screening of video, with Phil Cohen in conversation with Mike Rustin, exploring issues of dialogic ethnography and interactive social science raised by the  

ESRC funded ‘Finding the Way Home’ project.

11.00: Coffee

11.30 – 1.00: Methods in Dialogue continued: An opportunity to share research experiences and discuss questions raised by the previous session, working in small groups and reporting back.

1.00: Lunch, Oscars Restaurant

2.00: Critical ethnography and social difference: Some tales from the field. Valerie Hey, presentation and discussion

2.45: The future of dialogue: Narrative identity, the exchange of memory, and the constitution of new spaces of belonging. Couze Venn, presentation and discussion

3.30: Review of session and future seminar plans  

4.00: Tea

Programme Directors: Molly Andrews, Phil Cohen, Corinne Squire and Maria Tamboukou

Programme Coordinator: Eleni Kasapi

Inquiries to: methods_in_dialogue@yahoo.co.uk
