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Abstract


This article explores the tension in feminist methodology between representing women's lives as they experience them and the injunction not only to describe but to challenge women's oppression.  If the participants of a study identify themselves as having experienced oppression as women, this tension does not exist: the role of the researcher engaged in feminist methodology is to document these experiences, and thereby to name, analyze and ultimately challenge this reality. However, if women do not see themselves as objects of oppression on the basis of gender, and indeed resist a gendered reading of their life story, regardless of the circumstances of their lives, the researcher is apparently confronted with an uncomfortable choice: must she either privilege her own interpretation of another's life - a hallmark of masculinist methodology - or compromise her commitment to challenging this oppression (which her respondents fail to identify)?  This article examines the intricacies of this dilemma, drawing on data collected with a small group of old women.
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