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Narrative, Discourse, Representation & Social Change 
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Call! Dec 14 – ESRC Narrative Studies Seminar @ Edinburgh 

Past, Present & Future: Auto / Biography, National Narratives & Social 
Change 

 
 
The December 2007 meeting of the ESRC Narrative Studies seminars at the University of Edinburgh is on ‘Past, 
Present & Future: Auto / Biography, National Narratives & Social Change’. More specifically, its themes are as 
follows: 
 
All the different naturally-occurring and researcher-generated forms of narration are temporally 
located: such narratives frequently invoke and use times past and future as well as present, and 
they are all always situated in time; and recognition of this has been a strongly present element 
of narrative theory if not much substantive work. Alongside this, the term ‘auto/biography’ 
brings into the frame of narrative studies a broader analytical meaning concerning the complex 
ways that accounts of self and accounts of others intersect, with analytical reflexivity being a 
strong characteristic of ‘the narrative turn’, among other effects bringing the ‘crisis of 
representation’ firmly into the concerns of narrative studies. The seminar aims to bring together 
these two strands of narrative theory, concerning temporality and analytical reflexivity, around 
exploring national narratives and national identities and how the processes of social change 
impact on these.  
 
 
The timetable for the day includes: 
 

 Corinne Squires speaking on ‘Representing HIV’ around ideas about the crisis of representation 
 

 Molly Andrews speaking on ‘Talking about national identity, and national identity talk’ concerning how 
people make sense of national narratives in relation to their own lives and sense of self 

 
 A panel on ‘Biography, national narratives & history’ focused on the work of Christina Carlsson 

Wetterberg and colleagues from the University of Örebro, Sweden 
 

 A set of shorter papers on ‘Reflexivity and the researcher’s narrative’ 
 
The seminar is FREE and lunch, tea & coffee is included. In addition, a minimum of 25 places are reserved for 
postgraduate students, who will also have their travel paid for at an agreed rate. All food etc is vegetarian and the 
seminar is held in a fully disabled accessible building. 
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If you would like to be invited to the 14 December seminar, please send an email to nabs@ed.ac.uk (so please 
don’t just press return!) as soon as possible and by Fri 26 October at 4pm with your responses to the questions 
following: 
 
 
 
YOUR NAME: 
 
 
 
INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION: 
 
 
 
YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS: 
 
 
 
PHD STUDENT, ACADEMIC OR WHAT?  
 
 
 
 
WHAT ARE YOUR MAIN RESEARCH INTERESTS? 
 
 
 
 
WHICH EDINBURGH NARRATIVE STUDIES SEMINARS SO FAR HAVE YOU BEEN TO, IF ANY? (nb. 
This is not to screen people out! We want people to come to more than one seminar!) 
 
1? 
 
2? 
 
3? 
 
 
DO YOU HAVE A PARTICULAR INTEREST IN THE THEME OF THE 14 DEC SEMINAR & IF SO WHAT IS 
IT? 
 
 
 
 
ANY FURTHER INFORMATION IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO KNOW? 
 
 
 
 
Please return asap & by Fri 26 Oct @ 4pm. Thank you! 
Liz Stanley 
 
 
Prof Liz Stanley, Sociology, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh EH8 9LL, UK.  
Centre for Narrative & Auto/Biographical Studies www.sps.ed.ac.uk/NABS/  
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QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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