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The MA, Postgraduate Diploma, Postgraduate Certificate and Postgraduate Associate Certificate 
programmes in Narrative Research at CNR are unique interdisciplinary programmes, drawing on 
social sciences and the humanities to provide graduate-level education in narrative theories and 
methods. The programmes give students experience in the application of narrative concepts and 
analysis to particular fields. The MA guides them through the planning and performance of a piece of 
advanced and original narrative research. In addition, the programmes develop more general skills of 
review, criticism, and team and individual research, all within the context of narrative research.  
 
CNR offers the following four onsite and distance learning Masters-level modules for 2008-9.   
Narrative Research September-December 2008, onsite and by distance learning 
Narraive Practice February-June 2009, onsite 
Narrative Force February-June, by distance learning 
Further details of individual modules are below. 
 
Modules can be taken singly or in combination, part- or full-time, and alongside other UEL Masters' 
level modules if required. 
Students passing one module gain an Associate Postgraduate Certificate in Narrative Research.  
Two modules give a Postgraduate Certificate in Narrative Research* 
Four modules (including other choices from the School of Social Sciences, Media and Cultural 
Studies graduate programme) constitute a Postgraduate Diploma in Narrative Research* 
Four modules and a dissertation yield a Masters in Narrative Research* 
 
*Narrative Research onsite and by distance learning count as a single module 
 
Narrative Research Starting September 2008 onsite and by distance learning 
This module provide students with an overview of the range of narrative research methodologies. 
Beginning with an exploration of the meaning of narrative, the module outlines Labovian methods, 
biographical methods and context-oriented methods. It then considers three key fields of narrative 
research: oral, personal narratives; written narratives (including autobiographies and letters); and 
visual narratives. Through a range of theoretical perspectives, we shall be attempting to address a 
number of questions; for instance: How do people come to see themselves as distinct subjects about 
whom a story can be told? What role do memory, ideology, sense of audience, etc. play in people's 
accounts of their lives? How do class, ethnicity, gender and other social characteristics shape the 
stories people tell? What do we look for when we analyze accounts of people's lives? 
 
Narrative Practice starting February 2009 onsite 
The aim of this module is to explore a range of applications of narrative research. The module will 
provide an overview of some of the key areas of contemporary narrative research application, 
including: Feminist approaches to narrative; literary and media texts; health/medicine; post-colonial 
narratives; Foucauldian models; secondary data analysis; counter-narratives; sexual narratives; 
political narratives. In addition to our core teaching team, a number of guest lecturers who work in 
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narrative research will be contributing to the module Students will examine contrasting theoretical 
and methodological approaches across these applications and will gain experience from the strong 
practical element throughout the module in conducting narrative research and analyzing narrative 
materials.  
 
Narrative Force starting February 2009 by distance learning. Narrative Force is the second module 
in the new Distance Learning Postgraduate Certificate in Narrative Research and focuses on elements 
of narrative research relating to Foucauldian and Deleuzian analysis. It covers topics such as: 
Foucault: narrative modalities of power; Deleuze and Guattari: narratives as force; Narrative desire; 
Time and narrative; spatial narratives; narrative and the political; narrative research as embodied 
knowledge 
 
For further information, please email c.squire@uel.ac.uk and see http://www.uel.ac.uk/cnr/ma-
narrative.htm  
And http://www.uel.ac.uk/dl/programmes/module_info/cert_narr_res.htm 
Alternatively, contact the Distance Learning Advice Team on: distance.learning@uel.ac.uk / tel: +44 
(0)20 8223 2564 
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THE WOMEN'S LAND ARMY: A PORTRAIT 
Gill Clarke 
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