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Abstract
This essay discusses the pros and cons of conducting research in a country where one does not speak the language.   For researchers engaged in in-depth interviews,  the disadvantages of not being able to communicate directly with responents are significant.  Orchestrating other aspects of the work are also more complicated, such as arranging interviews, transcribing tapes, and follow-through communication with participants. Still, these barriers can be overcome.  This paper describes work conducted in East Germany where the researcher did not speak German.  With all of the imperfections that such a design entailed,  the project was rewarding nonetheless.
