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The Invisible Empire
White Discourse, Tolerance and Belonging

Georgie Wemyss, Goldsmiths, University of London, UK	

‘Invisible Empire is a much needed antidote to the poverty of the mainstream political imagination  
concerning issues of racism in this country. Through a sensitivity to the political and cultural landscapes of 
East London, Georgina Wemyss dissects the intolerant tolerance of white liberals as well as the inability of 
British society to break from its imperial past and offer genuine belonging to its black and brown citizens.’
 – Les Back, Goldsmiths University of London, UK

‘This book provides a wonderfully readable analysis of the politics of multiculturalism within the framework 
of a particular place. The author’s sustained critique of “the invisible empire” shaping the East End as a 
contrived tale of merchants and the spread of civilisation manages to bring to light layer upon layer of 
remarkable historical information along the way, right up to the present. Her methodical and innovative 
approach also shows those of us committed to breaking the default setting of white liberalism how to 
engage simultaneously with the local, the trans-local and the national. Here she demonstrates how, at each 
scale, public understanding of the “complex citizenship” of postcolonial settlers is diminished by careless 
ignorance and racism derived from decades of misinformation and hubris about Britain’s past.’
 – Vron Ware, The Open University, UK
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