
 

The European Union and the 
Social Dimension of Globalization 
How the EU Influences the World 
 
 

Edited by Jan Orbie, Lisa Tortell  
 
 
Published by Routledge, 16th December 2008 
Routledge/GARNET series: Europe in the World 
ISBN 978-0-415-46694-3  
Hardback, 264 pages 
 

 

About the Book 

This volume provides a comprehensive account of the European Union’s social role in the world, assessing the 
EU’s ability to shape the social aspect of globalization from both law and political science perspectives. Focusing 
explicitly on the EU, the authors address the extent of coherence between the Union’s international social 
objectives compared with the activities of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and with other EU foreign 
policy goals. Various dimensions of Europe’s global social role are addressed, including: 

• the social dimension of EU trade relations  
• the involvement of civil society in EU development policies  
• the linkage between the EU’s internal and external ‘social model’  
• the export of Europe’s social acquis through enlargement and neighbourhood policies  
• the EU’s international position on health, gender equality, children’s rights, and corporate social 

responsibility  
• the role of the Union in the ILO  

The European Union and the Social Dimension of Globalization will be of strong interest to students and 
researchers in EU studies, Globalization studies, and Social Policy. 
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